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GILGAMESH 

 
Susan McDonald Performance, Grades 6-12  
About the performance: 
Guitarist and composer Susan McDonald takes us on a musical journey as she tells the ancient story of 
Gilgamesh through music and narration. Discovered in the mid-19th century on stone tablets, the story is 
dated circa 2500 B.C., making it the oldest know work of literature. Dealing with such universal themes as 
friendship, loss, and grief, Susan Mc Donald elicits a visceral response to the literary work by her musical 
engagement with the story.  
 
TEKS:  Language Arts. 4.3, 4.4, 4.8, 4.18, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.12, 5.14, 6.1, 6.3, 6.4, 6.8, 6.11. 6.12, 6.14, 7.1, 7.3, 7.4, 7.8, 7.11, 
7.12, 7.14, 8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 8.8, 8.12, 8.14. High School. English I, II. 8, 9, 15. Social Studies. 4.6, 4.20, 5.6, 5.22, 5.23, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 
6.4, 6.15, 6.17, 6.18, 7.19, 8.27, 8.20, 8.21. High School. World History. 1, 2, 12, 20. Music. 4.5, 4.6, 5.5, 5.6, 6.5, 6.6, 7.5, 7.6, 8.5, 
8.6. High School Levels I, II. 5, 6.    . 
 
Vocabulary:  
• Gilgamesh—5th king of Uruk, a warrior and 

builder, a real person and hero of the 
oldest known literary work 

• Uruk—an ancient city of Sumer and later, 
Babylonia; origin of the name of Iraq 

• Mesopotamia—region between the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers in western Asia; 
constitutes the greater part of what is now 
Iraq; one of the cradles of human 
civilization; a Greek name meaning "Land 
Between the Rivers" 

• epic—a genre of poetry, which retells in a 
continuous narrative the life and works of a heroic 
or mythological person or group of persons 

• mythology— mythology (from the Greek words 
muthos, meaning a narrative, and logos, meaning a 
word or argument); stories of a particular culture 
that it believes to be true and that use the 
supernatural to interpret natural events and to 
explain the nature of the universe and humanity. 

• cuneiform—one of the earliest forms of written 
expression; wedge-shaped characters pushed into 
clay tablets 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 
• Find out what students already know about ancient times, Mesopotamia, or Iraq. 
• Have students discuss the value of friendship. 
 
After the performance: 
• Have students discuss their favorite part of the performance. 
• Retell all or part of the story through drama, writing, drawing, original songs, dance or puppetry. 
 
 
Language Arts:  

• Read some of the translations of Gilgamesh. 
• Read more mythology or epic poetry.  
• Write a poem about someone you view as a hero.  
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Math:  

• Learn the Babylonian method for determining square roots. 
http://www.deltacollege.edu/dept/basicmath/Babylonian.htm 

• Numbers are called Arabic numerals. Why? Why is the zero so important? 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_numerals and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/0_%28number%29 

 
 
 
Social Studies:  
• Find out more about the history and geography of ancient civilizations. 
• Discuss current events related to Iraq. 
• Find references to Gilgamesh in popular culture. Examples: 

• a character in the TV series, Xena: Warrior Princess. 
• an anime show by the same name 
• a character known as the Forgotten One in Marvel Comics 
• Darmok, an episode of Star Trek: The Next Generation, is inspired by Gilgamesh 

 
 
 
Science:  

• Find out more about archeology. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology 
 
 

 
Resources:  

• Susan McDonald: http://mayflytx.tripod.com/index.html 
• Phases of Eve, a new recording by Susan McDonald on Mayfly Records, which includes 

"Gilgamesh." 
• More about Gilgamesh: http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/GILG.HTM 
• A version of Gilgamesh with narration and/or music: http://gilgamesh.psnc.pl/wstep.html 
• Study notes: http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gilgamesh/ 
• Uruk: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruk 

 
 
 
About the artist: 
Performer and composer Susan McDonald has delighted audiences the world over from community 
centers to Carnegie Hall. Her audiences have ranged from the elderly residents of a Viennese nursing 
home to the President of the United States. Her music has been enthusiastically received in concert halls, 
outdoor festivals, libraries, museums, universities and hospitals. Her CDs The Cathedral and Comfort 
have been Grammy-nominated. 
 


